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Hertas we have rvectivtd, amorgft others. feveral 
Atheiftical Queftions, tending to the deftruéti- 
on of at Leajt ald Revealed Religion, tho’ we have in the Pre 
face to our firft Volume, excufed our feloes from av{wering anv 
fuch; yet om fu ther confideration, knowing it is the nature 
of fome perfons to infale even when fcorned, and think ¢beir 
Ob; ions wnan{werable becaxfe others thizk ‘em not worth 
ve vefelucd, in order to obvtate the grow- 
ing ™ f of fuci poifanous Principles and Doctrines, to chufe 
oxt fom of the Arongeft ObjeGtions we bave received on thofe 
Heads, to which, if we barve returned, as we hope we have, 
Sacis'actory Anfvers, we fball have done no vl piece of Ser- 
vice to the pudlick, farce, if we canratn the very Foundari- 
ons«f Ather{m, all the little Superttructures muft of nece(fity 
fall to the Ground. : 
Among other Queftions of this nature, we have fome- 
time fince received thefe following. 


an Anfxer; we bive 


Queft. 1. Hether the Trith Maflacre, aud the 

Mafflacre of Paris, togerber with the 
growth and progrefs of Mahomeranifm, 6¢ nor great yr Argu- 
ments that the Machine of the World fo’ ows the dead Chain 
of Caufes, than any cat be produced, that can rational’y con- 
vince us of God's Providence, or bis care of Chrifiia- 
nity ? . 

A (wv, Wermutt vot, for every diztle difficulty in Provi- 
dence, iumediately wnhinge the Univerfe, ani deny any 
fuch chihg as a Supreme Seing,-ordering Humane Affairs, 
both becaufe we cin at leaft, Morally demonftrate, thar 
there * tutha B-ire, and char he made tac World, and 
coafequ ntly, a pofection veing tucluded in his Affence, 
mut and «ices difpof? of, an gover if according to fixed 
and equitabi: Rulcs 3 any Obje@ion againtt his Providence, 
being therefore oaly like a Prote/tatio contra facius,a Proteft 
or pretended Resfoa aciin? indudicable and tceffary matter of 
Fati: And of, becanfe wecarnot only often) ses account 
for thee difficulties by che fixed rules of Providence and 
Jultice, but alfo ufe thofe very things as Arguments for their 
Evifience, fince many of ’em were fo clearly foretold by 
the Spirit of God (a many hundred years betore they hap- 
pered. Belides, they may be both sztaral Confiquents aad 
4«t Punifbments of Sing Kor example, the — p2ftacy of the 
Eaftern Churches to Mahometani(m, and Weftern co Popery, 
were both the effets of diat Vice, Lazinetsy Debauchery, 
Irveligion, Difcord. and Ignorance which had cver-run the 
World, and allo, jf punilbments for em, and both clearly 
foretald efore they came ro pas -thofe men being juftly 
Liven over to rong delufions, to believe a lie, who firft beld the 
Trath in unrighteous: And one would think Rewards and 
Puri bments were ravicr an Argument tor Providence chan a- 
ny ObjeAion againft it; ine very want, or unequal diftribu- 
tion whereof is often urged againit its Exiflence, rho’ chis 
too with the higheft ab/urdity, by thofe men who deny any 
fuch thing as Vice or Virtue. What has been faid on this 
Head may eafily be apply’dto the Parifas and a! Maf- 
facres, fince it reaches to much larger Inftances ; but be- 
fides, if we confides the horrid ends which thofe wretches 
had, who were principally engaged in thole black Villanits, 
we fhall find vifible marks of God"s Providence and Juflice 
In purilhing as well as permitting them. Add to this one 
Confideration more,and a good man may prove this againft 
all Earth and Hell, and that is, A future Wold, without 
which we are perfwaded, in fome Injiances, it’s next to 
imp: fii vie to defend a Providence, which we are furess, and 
is boch wiftand jufts "Twould bein vain to own a God, 
which yer we are as certain of, as thac we our felves exifl 5 
and “tis true enough, that the Virtwous and Religious 
Would often be, as the Apoftle exprefles it, of all men 
Moi miferable. i : 

Queit. 2. Whether the Story of Efdras’s recrieving the Scrip- 
res which were ucterly loft, and the pallages of Samfon’s 
A@s ard David's Worthies, the Prophets lying fo many 
days on their fides, and many other things infifted om 
Simon, bifides the whole, drift of the Revelation of the Old 
Teitrmenr, that God fbould delight in Blood and Sacrie 
fices, be not fuffizient to woneiee Aathority? | 

Arfw. No: at all, for Reafons; As, for the Story 


Father . 


the Qeey ia dailty Of, wae hillevhde eer’ Savin: happened 
foc for) nat afters death bor ce Ran per 


of Efdras’s retrieving the Sacred Books, when atterly off, 
we'll grant it to be as much an old Wives Fable, as any in 
the Apocrypha whence ‘ris taken ; and, how jairly and in. 
genaoufly, let any judge, commonly made uie of by thofe 
who would overthrow the credit of the Biéle. But of this 
fee more inthe Queftion of the Pentatewch, For the pailages 
of Samfon’s Adis, we'll g ve the Odjeor fair play and take 
the very flrangeft of om (for Ly/rnachus and many others 
have billed Liens) which we faypofe they'll readily grant 
to be that of bis kiling a thoufand men with the 7nv- done 
of an Afs. But it One man, why not as well a thoufand 
as to the force of the Weapon? and we are apr to believe 
thofe who fee thai Wrapor and far ly contider it, would 
hardly be willing to try che flrengrh of their Sculls againft it, 
tho’ not in the Hands of 4 Samfm, whole extraordinary 
ftrength. as we are exprefl. cold inthe Scriptures, was a 
miraculous gift; nor is any thing too bard for God; which 
alio reaches David's Wortbtis, tho’ even the Rrangeft of 
their Performaaces, that of combating whole Armiis, we 
have {cea alot paralleld in Humane Hiltofy, We have 
read of a /vave Roman, who ffopt # whole Army rill the 
Bridge was broke uader him. Nay, even of a brave Trifb- 
man, who with his aly pigs only, has for fome time 
maintained his ground againtt thoufands of —- Eng- 
lib (fee “oxtes Hf, of Ireland, part 2) why thea may noc 
David's Worthies doas much, efpeciaily before the Isvention 
of Guas, and prodvably in a Pafs or Defle where they 
could only be atcacke in Front, and that nor by many 
more shan themfelves. But we'll quit this Head, left 
the Gentlemen we are difparing with, who are generally 
very nimblein thefe cafes, fhould change fides, and com< 
plam, thac inftead of too great a Miracle, ‘twas now no Mi- 
racleat all. For the Prophets /ying fo many days upon their 
fides, migh: only be done in Vifion, We are fure there's 
BO abferdity in this, which being granted, their abfurdity 
vanifhes. For Fatier Simon, al that numerous heap of Ob- 
jections, which he has raked together in his An/wer to the 
Bible, we meddle not with him ar prefent, none of *em 
being produc’d, eg? ten to one he may fhortly fal! in 
our way) only add this, That ‘tis no wonder a Popifh 
Pri¢f? thould be againft the Bible when the Bible's againft 
him. For God's delighting in Blood and Sacrifice, ic can’t 
be faid, that as fuch he ever did, any more than we die 
light in the Blood of Beafis which we kill for our ufe and 
nourifhment ; nay, he affirms in the Pfalms he did not de- 
light in Sacrifices and burnt Offerings , that is, as has been faid, 
for their own fakes, but only as they ferved for the xf¢ of 
man, being enjoyned as lively Types or Figures of the inefti- 
mable Sacrifice of his own Son for the Sins Bg World, at 
whofe death all thofe legal obfervances were for ever abolifh- 
éd.. Inthe meantime, what Barbarity, what Crudty in rhe 
Blood of a Sheep or Ox, on which too ‘tis to be remarked, 
that the Priefs lived, when we daily kill fo many thoufand 
of “em for our own ufe, nay, eat the blood too, which they 
did not / what fo horrid ¢crwe/tyin all this, unlefS we are co 
deal with fome very merciful Pythagorean, or one of the 
more modern Pricfs of the Indits, whothink it as great a 
piece of Barbarity, nay, Sacriledge it (elf, to murder one of 
their holy Cows, as this Gentleman reckons it cruéliy t0 n= 
joyn Whe Sacrifices of the Old-Teftament, then in ufe among 
the Jews. 

Queft. 3. Whether 'ris not probable, that Chriftianity was 
invented at thedeftruction of Jerufalem ? Whether the rifing 
of the Dead, the darkening of the Sun, and the Afcen- 
tion of oxy Saviour before s00 together, bad not bein worthy of 
Jofephus and other Hiflorians, bad thi Fatts been true? And 
whether the Prophecies of, Out of will | call my Son; 
and that Chrift {bould be born of a » bt not too weelted, 


and the Inconfiftency of the Judas in Scripture, too 
great a Contradiction for the In{piration of the Holy Ghoft? 
Anfw. *Tis a the Querift forgers his Chronology 


well as Divinitt, 
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throughout the world, as ancient Hiftorians affure = — 
in thirty years after his gs ee we rang Ae vb . 
ios, according to our Saviour $ >. : 
oe ai crus apply'd)That the Go/pel mast jrr/t be pve 
td to all Nationsm and thac for this very end, char they 
might fee the terrible Deftruétion which befel the Jews, God's 
own People, for flighting and rofafing it, and the trash of 
Chrift’s Doétrine by che complenion of his Prophefits, Ferufa- 
lem swap défirey'd by the younger Viepatianr 5 and don't all the 
world know, that hundreds of thoufands of boly Men dy'd for 
the Faith of Chrid under thoie Monfters of Craslty— Nevo and 
Caligula, long before either be or his Father came to the 
Crean—- and we hope they won't fay, as great Fools as they 
make the Martyrs, that they dy'd for Cortitianity fo maby 
years brfore “was invented. As to the Miracits of Chrift, 
the Objedlor goes beyond erher the Pe arifees, Or Ceijas, OF 
Gulian, or the Devil hiefelf in what he advances againit 
‘em: The Pharifees attributed ‘em indeed to the Devil, but 
they never diny'd they were really performed, no more aid 
Cefus, or Porphyry, or Julian, tho’ the moft bitter and fub- 
tle Enemies the Chriftian Faith ever had— except that grand 
Eximy the Devil, who was fo ferlible of the trath of ‘em, 
and the injury and wounds thac his Kingdon, and efpeci- 
ally Pagani(m receiv'd thereby, that he raifed up an Apol- 
lonius Tyaneus, and gave him af the Power of Hell, on pur- 
pofe to Ape our Saviowr’s Miracles with his own lying wore 
ders, and if poflible eftablifh a lirtle longer his own totte- 
ving Interel in the world. As for the mentioning the grearer 
Miracles —— the darkening ot the Sun, our Saviour’s Ajcen- 
tion before sco at once, coc. For rhe Firf, *ts very pro- 
bable, even Heathen writers do mention it, (as we may fhew 
when we {ec this firft anfwered) for the Second, we arc not 
fure his A/cention was before fo many, that appearance of histo 
the soo Brithren at onetime being generally thought to have 
been in Galilee —- But the matter isnot much whether ; 
and we fav this concerning it— If recorded at 2%, 1c muit 
have been by Chriftians, Jews, or Heathens. The Heathens 
(which will reach che other Miracles alfo) were cither too 
far difkant, or too much pryadiced: From one or both of 
which Caufes, fee what ridiculous accounts they gave of the 
ews themfilves and their manner of Worfhip, and this even 
the very beft of their Hiftoriats : Ans had not (omeching of 
this been in the matter, we could not cafily imagin how 
fach famous Princes as David, Solomon, and others, which 
mone doubt had once areal Being, fhould ot be mentioned, as 
well as their Contemporavits are in Heathen Writers (unlefs 
haps in a few doubtful fragmests) or how che Temple at 
Foufaen mift a ame among the warders of the World. 

This for the Heathens of that time, for the Jews, we can’t 
wonder they did not mention chat and other Miracles, fince 
they did nar believe em --- for had they done fo, they 
wou'd no /eiger have continwed fews—-— But thofe who 
Jaw ‘em, or who had fuch Aathentick Te ftimonies ot em that 
they did believe "em, tarn'd Chriftiaas ——~ Four of whom 
have comm tted the exact Hiflory thereof, and of our Sazvi- 
our’s Lift, Beach, and Miracles, to writing, to which add 
a fifth, if not one of the fame, who has done as much in 
the Ads of the Apofiies, all agreeing in the great Circumftanees, 
and no where contradidfing each other tm the very étaji, as 
we already have and are fill ready to prove. But befides 
thefe, (or including ‘em) five bundred more were Witntffis 
thereof, as theufands of his other Miracles: For as the great 
Man, Sc. Paul (ays, This thing was not done in a Corner, Who 
al! to their /ivesend, nay, with their very lizes, acrefted ttic 
truth thereot, in {pite of Wild-Beafls and Men, Aibeifts, 
Scoffers, Flames, Lions, Jews, Htatbens and Devils. For 
Jelephus, isc not, confidering what has been faid, a greater 
wonder that he cakes any xotice of our Saviour at all, than 
that he takes fo dittl: ? for what he does make mention of him 
we fee plainly in his Werks, nor are we willing co give up 
fo noble a Tiftimoxy from one who was no Fried to the Chri- 
fiiax Faith, cill we (ce flronger Arguments to oblige us there- 
to than we have yet done: Bur fuppofing he and others 


fhould have writ both this and much more of our Saviowr, is. 


it any way harfh to fuppofe the Jews or Heathens thou'd 
get an Index expargatorius, to darken the Trath and expurge 
all fuch paffages as favoured of Heretical pravity, as their 
Succeffers have fince done? After all, we may once more 
ame Why are not the Chriflians credible Witueffes? If we 
no matter of fatt confirm'd unro us, but by evidence of 

the fame nature with what they gave, we muft believe no- 
thing we don’t (% with our ews oes; Bay, not f much as 
swhat wide Do the Jaws themiclves dexy, or did they e- 
wer, that they pat te tho’ they won't own they mam 
our Saviesr? was it Glory made the Chriflians yb 

all they did in Confirmation ot chole Traths which we ftill 
believe? They were poor Fifbermen, not capable of fucha mo- 


ie 
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tive: They were xleerned, they cou’'d fot invent ‘em 5 fia 
ful, and dared not publilh’em. Befides, they wrought Mi. 


racles to confirm ’em, which beffied all the Philofophy of Greece, 
conquered all the powtr of Rome, david, and at length, by 
the moft unlikely means, that of fiffering and dying, fas 
du'd the world —— The tendency of this Go/pel is Divine, 
the directions thereof practicable, and perfett, avd infinitely 
fuperiour to any other Rale of Lift. It ceaches the deft Dizi. 
rity, the moft refin’d Morality, and makes all mankind, if 
practisd, eafy and happy. —— 

The Prophecy of Egypt, and that of a Virgin may be ap. 
ply’dco our Saviour, and thac principally, as well as the $4. 
crifices referred to his Death-——- Nor are we t» wonder if 
the Spirit of God who infpir'd the Scriptures, and afiftid in 
the writing ot °em, fhould difcover a more deep and recon, 
dite meaning in fome places thereof thao we our felves coy’¢ 
otherwife think of. This alone feems a tolerable accousg of 
thofe and other fuch paflages, not to fay as fome do, 
chat they areapply’d by way of Comparifcn, Stmilitude, 
or Accommodztion. 

For the Inconfiftencies in the Death of Judas, let us firft 
fee what is advanced to reconcile thoie feeming Inconf- 
fencies in Vol. t. Numb. Qu. anfwered, and:hen we’ 
confider further thereof. 

Queft. 4. Upon the whole, whether we may not believe all 
Revelation to b¢ an Invention ° And whether the Man who wrote 
a Boo’, intituled, the three Grand Impoftors —.- déeferves noe 
to be commended? 

Anfw. | have heard of one the fame n0- Réligion with the 
Quenft,who betog prefent where a Spark pretended he wou'd 
demonftrate there was xoGod, told him, that if he'd make bis 
words good he'd immediately give bim 520 Guineas--- {0 willing 
was he co get rid of that troublefome--= fomething ov other with- 
inhim, which wou’d not lec him dusdbelieve it, and {0 gladly 
have let the Reins loofe to all his Pleafures nor did 
he ftick to acknowledge, chat this was the reajon of tus of] er 
The Queri/t muft noc take it amifs if he’s ranke writs cof 
bere mentioned, tor we are ready to prove, and cocticcat we 
can do jo, that he who denys Providence, and denys Rivéla- 
tson, does by as unavoidable Conjequence, deny any fuch Bre 
ing as God, as he who denys any fuch thing as a rational Aq 
nimal wou'd deny, that there’s {uch a Creature as Man — ~ 
So that tho’ the Deft be a prettier name, there’s in effe& 
no difference but in same, becwixt him and the 4thei? —— 
Whar little reafon we have to queftion the veracity of Dix 
vine Revelation, we have, we hope, in the foregoing pages 
fuffizientiy evinced —— Bur the Querift defires co know, 
whether the Aathor of the three Impoftors, of the fame Opi- 
nion with himfelf, ought not tobe admir'd for his Courage 
and 7udgment in that undertaking :We anfwer, with we hope 
asmuch Juftice as Indignation, Thatif there ever was fuch « 
Monjler, he weil deferv'd to be cw fi and abbmr'’d by all who 
pretend to be Chriflians, or fu much as Jews, to be barat 
here, and dimn'd in Hell hereafter—~ the laff of which 
uudonbtedly he was without Repintance —. which God grant 
to all that tread in ius flys before they come to that place 
Of Jormint. 

Quefl. 5. Whether the Martyrs were not 2 parcel of Fools 
‘and Enthufiafts, to dofe ail the happinels of this world, and 
Soffer the lols of lite ie felf dy tie moj exquifit Torments 
for —— thty knew not what ? 

Anfw. --We fools counted bis life madné{s--- wou'd very well 
become the Querijt.We know well enough his same woo did 
really give thole boly men chat Title, which is here fix’d upon 
‘em Only in fuppofition ; nor is there any great reafon to 
wonder, that one who thought himfelf Al-matter, and that 

when chis Life ‘was gone, ali was gont, thou'd chink ir’ the 
higheit piece of folly for any perfons tolofe A// for one who 
coud never requite “em, fiance even Almighty Power ic felf 
cann’t make what is not, happy. But thofe men deliev’d they 
were a little bigher than Bratés, as well as a little lower thas 
the Angels——~ They knew they had Souls, and knew very 
well what ‘cwas they dy'd tot, and wh wou'd reward em 

Twas tor that word of God, which Mr. Hobs thought of juft 

as much Aathority as the Alcoran, and the Teflimony of Fefis, 
whom, we believe our (elves not wacharitable it we think 
from god grounds, be and his followers thought no more 
jent from Goa than Mabomet. This they believed, chis the 
lov'd, and this they dy'd for; even thofe verv truths whi 
the propbane World now tramples apon, as it did then; and this 
with the bigbeft reafon, feeing they chang’d this dull droffie 
lifefor Exernal Glory ; atid for chis hall their Names and Me 
mories de ever Satred and Vinerable among Chriftians, while 
thofe who abufe and ridicule thofe faitiful Servants of Fefus, 
while their xamés Thal ftink with all virtuous mex; and be e 
gually abbory’d with thofe ofa Celfus, a Porphyry, or a- Jal 
as—— ‘Thus much for the Atheiftical Queftions. §~ 
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